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ON  THE 

Venereal  Gleet ; 

I  N  WHICH 

The  Different  S  P  E  C  I  E  S  of  this 
Disorder  are  diftinguifhed,; 

AND 

Their  Caufes  affigned ; 

Together  with  the 

/  i  ■ 

Symptoms,  and  Method  of  C  U  R  E 
peculiar  to  each  of  them  : 

x 

To  which  are  added 

Suitable  Prescriptions  adapted  to  the  feveral 

Intentions  of  Cure. 
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The  PREFAC  E. 

I 

TH  E  Diforder  that  is  the  Subject 
of  the  following  ElFay  feems  ' till 
lately  to  have  been  as  little  under  food. \ 
as  any  whatever.  It  has  been  gene - 
rally  eft e  erne  d  to  be  either  the  ft  ere 
Ejfeff  of  Relaxation ;  or  elfe  of  an  Ero- 
fion  of  the  J\iouths  of  the  excretory 
Dudls  of  the  leminal  V  elides,  proftate  or 
Cowper’s  mucous  Glands  .•  And  the  Mat¬ 
ter  evacuated  has  been  conftantly  flip* 
ft o fid  to  be  nothing  but  the  leminal,  or 
mucous  Humours  efcaping  through  the 
relaxed,  or  eroded  Veffels. 

Euti  confidering  the  general  Appli¬ 
cation  of  the  Term  Gleet,  it  is  plain, 
that  another  Ttiforder  F  very  fre¬ 
quently  intended  by  it ;  For  as  It  is 
ufual  to  apply  it  to  every  Running  that 
remains  after  a  Clap,  it  muft  appre¬ 
hend  the  Thfcharge  from  remaining 
U.cers,  as  well  as  that  proceeding;  from 
a  Relaxation,  Erofion  of  the  Veffels 
above  mentioned:  And  a,  thefe  Caufes 
are  by  no  Means fmilar,  the  Methods  of 
lure  muft  needs  be  different . 

It  cannot  therefore  be  an  ufelefs  Un¬ 
dertaking  to  endeavour  to  mark  the  Di- 

cZlTj  7"1  thefc  Caufis  ■-  fince  the 

fie  f  mIW  Me!h0d  °f  Cure  *  • 

g  eat  Me afure  depends  on  it.  That  this 
ts  what  has  not  been  done  hitherto ,  ap¬ 
pears, 


fears  1  think ,  pretty plainly  from  hence ; 
viz.  that  whilji  fome  are  for  conjiantly 
a fc  rib  mg  the  'Diforder  to  Relaxation  ; 
others  as  Jirenuoujly  contend  for  its  being 
the  Ejfehl  of\J leers :  And  both  cParties 
being  folely  intent  on  one  Canfe ,  feem 
totally  to  negjebf,  and  difregard  the 
other. 

I  /peak  this  rather  with  regard  to 
what  has  been  writ  on  the  Snbjebl ,  than 
to  the  Opinion  of  fnch  as  are  converfant 
in  ‘Prafiice  amongfl  us.  Thefe  indeed 
feem  to  be  fujfciently  aware  of  the  Hi- 
jimElion  •  nor  is  it  for  them  that  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Sheets  are  made  public k\  but 
for  fuch  only  as  are  juft  entering  into 
! ‘Practice,  and  have  formed  their  Noti¬ 
ons ,  rather  from  reading  a  few ,  and  thofe 
perhaps  not  the  be  ft  Authors,  than  from 
any  Experience  they  have  had  of  them 
own. 

Thus  much  1  thought  neceffary  to 
Premife •  that  on  the  one  Hand ,  I  might 
not  be  accnfed  of  having  undertaken  a 
Thing  that  was  ufelefs,  or  unneceffary  j 
and  on  the  other,  that  I  might  not  feem 
pretending  to  infiruEf  thofe ,  to  whom 
fitch  an  Offer  would  be  an  Affront. 

Bartlet’s  Buildings, 

March  1 1,  1751, 

s.  c. 
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A  N 

ESSAY 

ON  THE 

Venereal  Gleet. 

g  .  f  '  %.  r„,  -fv  ^  » 

IT  is  well  known  amongft  the  Pradfitioners 
in  Phyjic  and  Surgery ,  that  how  fkiifully 
foever  a  virulent  Gonorrhoea  may  have 
been  treated,  neverthelefs  there  frequently  re¬ 
mains  a  very  obftinate  Running  for  a  long 
Time,  even  after  the  Virulency  has  been  cured 
by  Mercury  •,  a  Circumftance  that  not  only 
creates  .the  Pradfitioner  an  infinite  deal  of 
Trouble,  but  what  is  ftill  worfe,  feldom  fails 
to  excite  in  the  Patient  a  Sufpicion,  that  he  has 
been  ill  treated,  which  is  too  often  encouraged 
even  by  Men,  whofe  Charadters  fhould  fet 
them  above  fuch  mean  Artifices.  This  Run¬ 
ning  is  what  is  commonly  called  a  venereal 
Gleet ;  which  Term  being  generally  applied  to 
all  thofe  Difcharges  from  the  Urethra  in  Men, 
and  the  Vagina  in  Women,  which  fucceed  a 
virulent  Gonorrhoea ,  comprehends  under  it  two 
TDifeafes ,  or  at  leafi:  two  Species  of  Difeafe,  as 
to  their  Caufes  widely  different  from  each 
other ;  the  one  proceeding  from  a  Relaxation 
of  the  Parts  affedted,  the  other  from  Ulcers  Re¬ 
maining  after  the  Infedtion  is  carried  off. 

B  "  ■  '  The 
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( o 

The  former  of  thefe  is,  indeed,  the  Caufe  to 
which  this  Diforder  is  moft  commonly  aicribed, 
infomuch  that  a  Gleet  and  Relaxation  are  al- 
moft  become  fynonimous  Terms.  But,  tho’ 
this  is  often  undoubtedly  the  Spring,  from 
whence  the  venereal  Gleets  as  well  as  the  Go¬ 
norrhoea  vera ,  arifes ;  yet,  that  it  is  nos  always 
fo,  is  iufficiently  evident  from  many  Appear¬ 
ances  to  be  met  with  in  this  Diforder,  which 
Relaxation  will  by  no  Means  account  for.  For 
thefe  therefore  we  muft  have  Recourfe  to  fome 
other  Caufe :  And  as  a  Clap  is  often  known 
to  occafion  Ulcers  in  thefe  Parts ;  and  as  the 
Poflibility  of  their  remaining  after  the  Viruleney 
is  carried  off  is  not  only  acknowledged  by  (a) 
AJlruc,  and  other  Writers,  but  can  hardly  be 
denied  by  any  one ;  fo  it  muft  be  allowed,  they 
cannot  exift  without  fumilhing  a  Difcharge  of 
fome  fort  or  other,  which  will  be  greater  or 
lefs  according  to  the  Number  and  Size  of  them. 
And  this  Dilcharge  is  perhaps  the  Gleet  moft 
commonly  met  with :  But  whether  this  be  fo, 
or  not,  does  not  feem  much  to  the  Purpofe : 
It  will  be  fuffieient  if  Ulcers  are  fometimes  ad¬ 
mitted  as  the  Caufe  of  this  Diforder ,  and  if  they 
are  able  to  account  for  thofe  Appearances, 
Which  Relaxation  can  not :  For  as  it  will  fol¬ 
low  from  hence,  that  they  muft  fometimes  be 
regarded  in  the  Cure ;  fo  they  will  fave  us  the 
Trouble  of  feeking  after  any  other  Caufe. 

That  Gleets  are  fometimes  the  Eft  eft  of 
Ulcers ,  to  omit  other  Proofs,  is  demonftrable 
enough  from  the  Running  only,  which  is  fre- 

(<a)  Lib ,  vv.  Caput  X.  Ce  affefiihtS)  qui  bjdrazpyrojtn 
reliqui  funt> 


quently 
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(  3  ) 

quently  purulent,  an  Appearance  that  nothing 

elfe  will  account  for. - How  far  thefe  two  are 

fufficient  to  account  for  all  the  Symptoms  that 
occur  in  this  Difcrder,  will  be  the  Subjeft  of 
the  following  Pages :  At  preflent  we  lhall  only 
obferve,  that  as  they  are  cliftinct  from  each 
other,  fo  they  plainly  conftitute  two  different 
Species  of  the  venereal  Gleet :  But  as  there  is 
no  Repugnancy  between  them,  they  may,  and 
fometimes  undoubtedly  do  exift  together  •, 
and  from  hence,  muft  necefFarily  arife  a  third 
Species.  Now,  as  thefe  have  each  of  them 
their  particular  Symptoms ,  and  Method  of  Cure , 
it  will  be  proper  hereafter  to  confider  them 


apart. 

But  before  we  do  this,  it  feems  neceflary  to 
diftinguifh  the  Difcrder  in  general ,  from  l'uch  as 
refemble,  and  are  near  a-kin  to  it :  And  firfi , 
from  the  virulent  Gonorrhoea ,  of  which  it  is 
the  Confequence ;  and  as  this  is  done  by  the 
Abfence  of  Virulency ,  let  us  fee  by  what  Signs 

this  is  to  be  judged  of  by  us. - The  Abfence 

of  Virulency  then  may,  generally  fpeaking,  be 
known  thus  :  The  Sorenefs  of  the  Groin  and 
genital  Parts  on  handling,  the  Priapifm ,  Chor- 
dee,  Phymofis ,  and  all  inflammatory  Symptoms 
are  gone  olf  j  the  Quantity  of  Running  is  great¬ 
ly  abated  of  what  it  was  at  firft  •,  and  from 
being  thin ,  yellow,  greenifh,  foetid  and  lome- 

times  bloody , - it  is  become  pale ,  whitijh , 

thick,  void  of  ill  Smell,  and  tenacious  or  roapy  j 
which  laft,  when  it  happens,  and  is  not  occa- 
fioned  Ty  coagulating  Injections,  is  the  molt 
certain  Sign  of  any.  ’ 

Neverthelefs,  all  thefe  Changes  are  not  con- 
Bantly  to  be  expedted  •,  for  a  plentiful,  difco- 

B  2  loured, 
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(  4  )  .  _  ,  ' 

loured,  and  even  {linking  Running,  together 
with  a  Dyfury  may  remain  after  the  Virulency 
is  corrected  ;  as  appears  from  all  thefe  Com¬ 
plaints,  being  fometimes  cured  in  a  few  Days 
by  a  plentiful  Ufe  of  the  Balfam  of  Capaiba , 
or  by  Injections  only,  without  any  ill  Symptom 

whatever  fupervening. - As  to  the  Dyfury , 

indeed,  that  feems  diftinguiftiable  enough  from 
that  which  accompanies  the  virulent  State  of  a 
Clap ,  as  {hall  be  taken  further  Notice  of  here¬ 
after  ;  but  with  regard  to  the  Colour,  Smell, 
and  Quantity  of  the  Running,  thefe  are  fre¬ 
quently  equivocal  Signs,  and  not  abfolutely  to 

be  depended  on. - This  however  ought  not 

to  encourage  us  to  be  too  hafty  in  denominate- 
ing  the  Diforder  a  Gleet  ;  for  as  the  Confe- 
quences  of  flopping  a  virulent  Running  are 
very  bad,  we  cannot  have  too  many  concur¬ 
ring  Signs  of  the  Infection  being  carried  off  •» 
and  it  is  much  better  to  have  waited  a  little 
longer  than  we  need  to  have  done,  than  by 
treating  it  as  a  Gleet  too  foon,  not  only  bring 
on  prefent  bad  Symptoms,  but  intail  perhaps 
a  Train  of  Difeafes  on  a  Family  for  ever. 

The  next  Diforder,  that  the  venereal  Gleet  is 
to  be  diftinguifhed  from  is  the  Gonorrhoea  vera 
in  Men. — But  as  this ,  like  the  fir  ft  Species  of 
the  venereal  Gleet  itfelf,  is  intirely  owing  to 
Relaxation  ;  there  is  therefore  no  other  Differ¬ 
ence  between  thefe  two ,  than  what  confifts  in  the 
procatardlic  Caufe  only  :  And  the  Difference 
between  it  and  that  proceeding  from  Ulcers  is 
exadtly  the  fame,  as  is  between  thefe  two  Spe¬ 
cies  of  the  venereal  Gleet  ;  and  is  therefore 
to  be  known  by  the  fame  Signs,  which  will 
be  delivered  by  and  by. 


Let 


(  5  ) 

Let  us  therefore  in  the  loft  Place  lee  ho  v 
Gleets  in  Women  differ  from  the  fluor  albus. — 
This  indeed  is  a  Point  of  great  Difficulty * 
for  if  a  virulent  Gonorrhoea  in  many  Cafes  is 
hardly  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  fluor  albus , 
a  venereal  Gleet  is  much  more  fo  ;  and  that 
becaufe  of  the  Abfence  of  Virulency,  which 
when  prefent  frequently  occafions  fuch  Symp* 
toms,  as  put  the  Matter  out  of  all  doubt  :  It 
will  be  no  wonder,  therefore  if  this  |hould  in 
a  great  meafure  remain  undetermined.— Not  to 
omit  however,  what  is  commonly  laid  on  this 
Occafion ;  it  is  pretended  here,  as  well  as  in 
relation  to  the  Clap  itfelf,  (a)  that  if  the  Flux 
ceafe,  during  the  Time  of  the  menflrual  Evacu¬ 
ation,  and  return  again  after  that  is  over,  the 
Cale  is  not  venereal,  but  merely  the  Whites. 
But  that  this  can  be  no  Mark  of  Difcrimina- 
tion,  is  fufficiently  demonftrated  by  a  late  ex¬ 
cellent  Writer  (b)  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe  % 
for  the  Arguments  he  makes  ufe  of  in  his 
Chapter  on  the  virulent  Gonorrhoea  are  equally 
applicable  in  refpedt  of  the  prefent  Diforderv 
which  is  the  Confequence  of  that  there  treated 
of. 

This  Author ,  indeed,  feems  to  lay  the 
greateft  Strels  upon  the  Patient’s  own  Con- 
feffion,  as  does  Jikewife  Riverius  (c)  :  And  it 
muff  be  owned,  that  the  Acknowledgment  of 
a  preceding  Clap,  though  but  a  commemora¬ 
tive  Sign,  is  yet  a  more  fatisfa&ory  one,  than 
either  what  we  have  juft  mentioned,  or  any 
other  that  is  commonly  taken  Notice  of,  and 

(a)  Shaw’s  PraQice  of  Phyflc-,  —  from  Dr.  Charleton’s 
‘Rheuirtatifmi  uterini  genealogia,  fine  fiuoris  alii  hijtoria. 

(b)  Aftruc  ck  fnorbis  <venerei$  lib*  iij .  Qaput  j» 

{c)  Praxis  Medica . 


(  6  ) 


elpecially  if  the  Woman  never  ufed  to  be 

troubled  with  the  Whites. - But  perhaps  the 

belt  Sign  of  any  is  the  Cachexy ,  which  for  the 
moil  Part  precedes,  and  always  accompanies 
the  Whites  ih  fome  Degree  or  other,  proftrat- 
ing  the  Appetite,  varioufly  changing  the  Co¬ 
lour  of  the  Skin,  and  exciting  many  other 
troublefome  Symptoms. 

Having  done  with  what  relates  to  the  vene¬ 
real  Gleet  in  general ,  let  us  proceed  as  we  pro- 
poied,  to  confider  the  ■particular  Species  of  it 
apart  from  each  other.  To  begin  then  with 
that  proceeding  from 

RELAXATION. 


And  firjl  with  regard  to  the  Parts  affeEied : 
TKefe  are  principally  the  feminal  Vejicles ,  the 
projlate ,  and  cowper’s  Glands  in  Men ;  and  the 
projlate,  cowper’s,  and  other  vaginal  Glands  in 
Women. — As  to  the  lacunar  Glands  in  Men, 
they  do  not  feem  much  concerned  in  Gleets 
proceeding  from  this  Caufe ,  whatever  they  may 
contribute  towards  the  Difcharge,  in  the  viru¬ 
lent  State  of  a  Gonorrhoea,  or  when  the  Urethra 
is  by  any  Means  irritated  or  inflamed ;  becaufe 
neither  their  Number  nor  Size  feem  capable  of 
fupplying  any  thing  conflderable,  unlefs  the 
Humours  are  preternaturally  derived  hither  by 
fome  Stimulus  or  other. 

With  regard  to  the  Caufe  of  this  Gleet,  I 
mean  the  immediate  one,  it  has  been  already 
affigned.  It  remains  however  to  confider 
further  from  what  other  Caufes  the  Relaxa¬ 
tion  itfelf  may  proceed.  Firjl  then,  it  may 
be  occafioned  by  a  long  continued  Flux 
of  the  corrupted  feminal  Humours  through  the 
excretory  Duffs  of  the  Parts  abovementioned ; 

for 
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for  by  this  Means  they  muft  necefiarily  be 
weakened,  if  not  corroded,  and  their  Tone  in 
a  great  meafure  deftroyed.  Secondly »  it  may 
be  occafioned  by  a  too  free  Ufe  of  drajlick  and 
mercurial  Purges ;  for  Mercury  is  known  to  re¬ 
lax  the  Solids  in  general ,  and  Purges  too  often 
repeated,  by  draining  the  Body  of  its  Juices, 
and  deriving  them  too  much  downwards,  may 
eafily  weaken  the  feminal  Vejfels  in 'particular. 

Moreover,  to  Relaxation  is  l'ome times  joined, 
as  an  acceflary  Caufe,  an  Acrimony  or  Jharpnefs 
of  the  femina.1  Humours.  This  Acrimony  may 
be  either  hereditary  or  acquired :  The  former 
is  owing  to  the  bad  Conflitution  of  the  Parents  j 
the  latter  may  be  occafioned  by  an  injudicious 
Regimen,  principally  with  regard  to  Diet ;  to 
which  a  morbid  State  of  the  Solids  may  like- 
wife  greatly  contribute ;  for  if  the  Vejfels  are 
too  tenfey  and  elaftick,  the  animal  Juices  will  be 
too  much  agitated  and  over-digefted  by  them}, 
whence  they  will  be  eafily  inclined  to  put  on 
an  alkalefcent  Acrimony ,  according  to  the  Theory 
of  modern  Writers.  On  the  other  hand,  which 
is  more  commonly  the  Cale  here,  if  the  Vejfels 
are  too  weak  and  lax ,  the  Chyle  will  not  be 
fufficiently  affimilated  to  our  Juices-,  whence  it 
will  retain,  in  fome  meafure,  the  Nature  of  the 
Aliment  of  which  it  was  formed :  And  hence 
arife  the  leverai  Species  of  Acrimony  enumerated 
by  Boerhaave  (a),  the  alkalefcent ,  the  ace f cent 
the  muriatic ,  and  fo  on  :  And  thefe  again  va- 
rioufly  modified  feem  to  conftitute  tbofe ,  which 
are  more  commonly  taken  Notice  of  amongft 
Praftitioners,  namely,  the  bilious ,  the  fcorbutic^ 
and  the  fcrophulous. 

(a)  InJUt uftenes  Mediae . 


But 


(  8  ) 

But  to  proceed  to  the  Symptoms  of  this  Species 
of  Gleet. — Thefe  are  as  follow. — Firft ,  a  Run¬ 
ning  from  the  Urethra ,  or  Vagina ,  which  as  it 
is  the  moft  obvious  in  all  Gleets ,  fo  it  is  that 
from  which  the  Diforder  in  general  receives  its 
Denomination.  This  Running  is  fometimes 
conftant,  at  others  only  at  Intervals,  namely, 
when  the  Patient  is  ftimulated  by  venereal 
Ideas,  or  when  he  ftrains  in  making  Water,  or 
going  to  Stool.  And  here  the  Matter  evacuated 
being  always  feminal,  that  is  either  pure  Seed, 
or  elfe  the  Liquor  of  the  projlate  or  cowpefs 
Glands ,  mull  neceffarily  partake  of  the  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  one  or  other,  or  both  of  thele. 
Thus  if  it  be  the  former ,  the  Running  will  be 
thick,  white,  and  tenacious,  and  the  Stain  it 
leaves  on  the  Linen,  as  well  as  its  Appearance 
at  the  End  of  the  Penis,  will  refemble  that  of 
the  White  of  an  Egg. — If  it  be  the  latter ,  it  will 
be  thin,  limpid,  and  ferous,  and  the  Stain  it 
leaves  will  rather  refemble  that  of  Milk.  But 
as  thefe  Liquors  feldom  flow  fingly,  the  Run¬ 
ning  commonly  partakes  of  the  Appearances 
of  both. — But  befides  the  Running  in  this 
kind  of  Gleet,  the  Patient  is  frequently  fenflble 
of  a  remarkable  Laxity  about  the  genital  Parts ; 
his  Urine  comes  weakly  from  him ;  his  Tefticles 
hang  loofe  and  dangling ;  he  has  alfo  a  Pain 
and  Weaknefs  in  his  Back  ;  and  fometimes  is 
inclined  to  Impotency :  All  which  are  indu¬ 
bitable  Signs  of  Relaxation. 

But  when  an  Acrimony  of  the  feminal  Hu¬ 
mours  happens  to  be  joined  with  it,  the  Pa¬ 
tient  is  moreover  troubled  with  frequent  noc¬ 
turnal  Emiffions ,  a  Symptom  that  happens  moft- 
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ly  to  Perfons  of  a  (a)  fcorbutic  and  hypochon¬ 
driac  Conflitution  •,  he  alio  perceives  a  gentle 
Heat,  or  rather  an  itching  Warmth  about  the 
Neck  of  the  Bladder,  and  Parts  adjacent*, 
which  feems  to  indicate  a  flight  Inflammation * 
fuch  perhaps  as  affedls  the  Eyes  in  an  Qpthal- 
my. — The  Running  likewife  in  this  Cafe  is 
much  thinner,  and  if  the  Acrimony  be  of  the 
bilious  Kind ,  it  may  be  a  little  tinged  with 
yellow. 

With  regard  to  the  Quantity  of  this  Gleet ; 
as  it  is  lupplied  from  the  feminal  Veflcles , 
and  Glands  of  confiderable  Bulk ,  it  is  capable 
of  being,  and  fometimes  is  extremely  large ; 
and  generally  much  larger  than  what  Ulcers 
furnifh,  unlels  they  chance  to  be  fituated  in 
thefe  Parts. - Thefe  are  the  Symptoms  pecu¬ 

liar  to  the  firfl  Species  of  Gleet,  by  which  it 
is  to .  be  diftinguilhed  from  that  proceeding, 
from  Ulcers. 

The  prognoftic  Signs  are  taken,  firfl  from 
the  Nature  of  the  Matter  evacuated ;  fecondly , 
from  the  Intervals  by  which  it  comes  away. 
Thus  if  the  Difcharge  be  pure  Seed ,  it  will  be 
of  worle  Confequence,  than  if  it  be  only  the 
Liquor  of  the  profiate  or  Cowpeds  Glands ; 
Again,  the  more  confiderable  the  Difcharge, 
and  the  more  conftantly  it  comes  away,  fa  much 
the  more  will  the  Conflitution  be  weakened  by 
it ;  for  though  a  Gleet  be  feldom  dangerous, 
yet  if  the  Difcharge  be  truly  feminal,  and 
that  large,  conftant,  and  long  continued,  it 
brings  on  Coldnefs,  Weaknels,  and  Pain  in 
the  Back,  and  at  length  a  tabes  dorfalis,  which 
often  ends  in  Death  itfelf. 

[a)  Ettmullsr. 
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When  we  are  Sufficiently  fatisfied  of  the  Ab fence 
or  Virulency ,  by  which  this  Diforder  is  diftin- 
guifhed  from  a  Clap ,  and  have  further  diftin- 
guifhed  its  Caufe  to  be  Relaxation ;  we  are 
to  confider  the  Method  of  Cure  proper  for  it.™ 
Here  then  the  Indication  in  general  is  to  brace 
and  firengthen ,  th t  relaxed  and  weakened  Vejfelsi 
and  occasionally  to  f of  ten  and  cdrreM  the  Acri¬ 
mony  of  the  Seminal  Humours.  'Thefe  Infen - 

tions  are  anfwered  partly  by  Regimen ,  and  part¬ 
ly  by  Medicines .  With  regard  to  Regimen ,  it 
will  be  proper  firfi  to  confider  what  Things  are 
hurtful ,  and  to  be  avoided ;  next ,  what  are  Sr- 
neficial ,  and  affiftant  towards  the  Cure. 

In  general  then  all  fuch  Things  are  be 
avoided  as  in  any  manner  confpire  with  the 
Caufe*  and  are  capable  of  aggravating  the 
Difeale,  whether  immediately,  or  consequen¬ 
tially  <  And  therefore  Coition,  Lifting,  Vault¬ 
ing,  and  in  general  all  Straining  Exercifes  are 
in  the  firft  Place  to  be  avoided  $  becauSe  thefe 
tend  more  immediately  to  increafe  the  Relaxa¬ 
tion  of  the  affefted  Parts.  Nor  is  it  at  all  dif¬ 
ficult  to  conceive  how  Coition  may  do  fo  ^  and 
with  regard  to  the  reft,  they  are  fo  univerfally 
known  to  have  this  Effedt,  that  the  common, 
People  apply  a  Strain  to  almoft  all  Runnings 
from  thefe  Parts,  whether  in  Men  or  Wo¬ 
men.— - Another  kind  of  Exercife,  that  may 

be  prejudicial *  and  ought  to  be  avoided  in  this 
Cafe,  is  Riding,  which  according  to  {a)  Hip- 
pocrates ,  when  immoderate,  greatly  weakens 
the  genital  Parts,  And  indeed  as  it  feerns 

[a)  Uhl  enim  plurlmum  et  creherrhne  homines  e  quit  ant  >  ihi 
plurimi  diuturnis  ex  defluxione  affeStianihus ,  coxendicum  morhis 9 
pedumq;  dolorihus  corriphintur}  et  ad  <venerem  pejjime  fe  babent* 
De  acre,  a^uis,  &  locis. 


greatly 


(  II  ) 

greatly  to  determine  the  Bent  of  the  Humours 
downwards,  crowding  perhaps  the  hypogafiric , 
fpermatic ,  and  other  defc ending  Veffels  too  much, 
this  Effeft,  as  well  as  the  Pains  in  the  Hips, 
and  Feet,  which  People  who  ride  much  com¬ 
plain  of,  and  likewife  the  Whites,  to  which 
the  Scythian IV omen  were  particularly  fubjedtfT), 

may  very  eafily  be  accounted  for. - For  a 

fimilar  Reafon  the  Patient  fhculd  alio  avoid  a 
diuretic  Diet  ■,  for  by  conftantly  deriving  the 
Humours  towards  thefe  Parts,  it  will  keep 
the  Veffels  too  much  upon  the  Stretch,  and 
not  give  them  a  fufficient  Opportunity  to  con- 
trad  themfelves,  and  recover  their  loft  Tone, 

In  the  next  Place ,  fuch  things  are  to  be 
avoided ,  as  tend  to  relax  the  Solids  in  general \ 
in  Confequence  of  which,  the  genital  Parts 
will  -  be  further  weakened.  And  as  Sleep  is 
known  to  be  a  State  of  Relaxation ,  and  there¬ 
fore  neceffary  to  relieve  the  Body  after  its  Fi¬ 
bres  have  been  kept  too  long  in  a  State  of  Ten- 
fion ;  fa  if  it  be  indulged  beyond  what  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  anfwer  this  Purpofe,  it  may  eafily  in¬ 
duce  too  great  a  Laxity,  to  which  the  Warmth 

of  the  Bed  does  not  a  little  contribute. - - 

Next,  as  moderate  Exercife  is  a  fovereign  Re- 
.medy  in  relaxed  and  weakened  Fibres ;  fo  a 
too  inactive  and  fedentary  Life  is  univerlaily  con¬ 
demned  in  all  Dilbrders  that  owe  their  Origin 
to  Relaxation :  and  therefore  this ,  as  well  as 
immoderate  Sleep ,  muft  be  avoided  — As  mull 

alfo  a  moijl  datnp  Air ,  and  that  not  only  becaufo 
it  relaxes  the  Solids ,  but  by  cbft ruffing  infenfible 
.  ,PerJpirationy  may  throw  perhaps  a  ( b ')  cat - 

(a)  Ob  equitationem ,  quo  fir  miles  equip  infideant.  Hippoc. 

( b )  Something  of  this  kind  is  taken  notice  of  by  Ettmuller* 
under  the  gonorrhoea  vera  benigna.  Epitom'.  Prax .  Med. 

498  And,  again  by  Dr.  Allen,  who  calls  it  gonorrhoea 
catarrhaiis,  Synop.  uneven,  med,  pra£t, 

C  % 
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nrrheus  Diforder  on  the  weakened  Parts. - - 

Moreover,  the  debilitating  Paffions  of  the 
Mind,  iuch  as  Grief,  Fear,  &c.  are  to  be 
avoided.  Indeed  all  violent  PalTions  ol  the 
Mind,  either  immediately,  or  confequentiallv, 
are  debilitating :  Thus  Anger ,  though  one  of 
the  tenfe  Pcflflons,  and  though  it  adds  furpriz- 
ingly  to  the  natural  Strength,  whilft  it  exerts 
itielf ;  yet  as  loon  as  it  is  over,  it  leaves  behind  • 
it  all  the  Marks  of  Weaknefs  and  Relaxation. 
This  is  what  almoll  every  one  muff  have  ob- 
l'erved  at  one  Time  or  other,  and  feems  owing 
to  the  Nerves  having  fuffered  too  great  an  Ex- 
tenfion,  during  the  Violence  of  the  Paffion,  by 
which  they  mult  neceffarily  be  weakened  after¬ 
wards. - All  thele  things  are  hurtful  on  ac¬ 

count  of  Relaxation ;  to  which  may  be  added 
a  too  plentiful  drinking  of  fmall  warm  Liquors, 
Tuch  as  Tea  and  the  like. 

Other  Things  likewife  become  hurtful  when 
Acrimony  happens  to  be  joined  with  Relaxation ; 
fuch  as  all  aromatic,  and  falted  Diet,  and 
every  Thing  that  heats  and  ftimulates  •,  not 
only  on  Account  of  the  Sharpnefs  of  the  Hu¬ 
mours,  but  becaufe  this  Cafe  is  ul'ually  attend¬ 
ed  with  fome  Degree  of  Inflammation  in  the 
feminal  Veficles ,  proftate ,  or  Cowper’s  Glands. — 
An  aromatic  Diet  indeed  is  recommended  by 
(a )  Boerhaave ,  and  others  againft  an  acid 
Acrimony  :  But  this  perhaps  leldom  happens, 
■fince  all  .animal  Subftances  are  found  rather  to 

turn  putrid ,  than  four. - But  be  this  as  it 

will,  this  kind  of  Diet  muft  certainly  be  im¬ 
proper,  and  ought  to  be  avoided  in  any  in¬ 
flammatory  State  whatever. 

( a)  fnjV.tuthna  medic#— ■— Arbutinot  on  Diet.  &c. 

Having 

N. 
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Having  feen  what  is  hurtful ,  let  us  next 
fee  what  may  be  beneficial ,  and  ajfiftant  to¬ 
wards  the  Cure.  In  general  then  the  Diet 
proper  for  this  Difeafe  Ihould  confift  of  fuch 
Things,  as  are  glutinous ,  and  afiringent ,  and 
occafionally  of  fuch  as  obtund  Acrimony.  O t 
the  former  Kind ,  are  the  Jellies  of  Hart’s-born , 
Calves-feety  Ifinglafs ,  Safep,  Chocolate , 

ibh?,  Millet ,  &c.  befides  which,  if  the  Gleet 
proceed .  merely  from  Relaxation  the  Patient 
may  allb  eat  Meats  well  roafted,  and  mode¬ 
rately  fealoned,  and  likewife  be  indulged  in  a 
moderate  Ufe  of  red  Wine. 

But  if  an  Acrimony  prevail  in  the  Humours, 
a  foftening  and  correcting  Diet  mull  be  made 
Ule  of.  A  foftening  Diet  is  univerially  proper 
in  all  Kinds  of  Acrimony,  fuch  as  Jellies ,  and. 
the  like  mentioned  above  ;  to  which  may  be 
added  the  white  and  young  Meats,  and  allb 
the  Feet,  of  Animals :  For  all  thefe  are  not 
only  eafy  of  Digeftion,  and  convey  good  and 
iiibftantial  Nourilhment  to  the  Body;  but  by 
the  Smoothnefs  of  their  Parts  are  well  adapted 

to  foften  Acrimony  of  any  Kind. - By  a 

correcting  Diet  is  meant  fuch  an  one  as  is  oppo- 
fite  to  the  particular  Species  of  Acrimony, 
that  prevails  in  the  juices.  Thus  if  the  Acri¬ 
mony  Ihould  be  of  the  acefcent  Kind  it  mull 
be  corrected  by  alkalefcent  Diet :  But  as  this  is 
feldom  the  Cafe  with  regard  to  animal  Fluids, 
lb  an  alkalefcent  Die^  is  feldom  ordered  with 
this  View.  On  the  contrary,  in  the  bilious , 
and  fcorbutic  Acrimonies  acids  and  fob-acids, 
fuch  as  Oranges,  Lemons,  Apples  and  the 
like  are  much  commended.  But  this  perhaps 
may  feem  foreign  to  the  Purpoie,  Diftinflions 
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of  this  Kind  being  not  much  attended  to  in 
Practice,  tho’  often  of  great  Confequence  in 
the  Cure  of  Difeafes. 

To  proceed  therefore  to  that  Part  of  the 
Cure ,  which  depends  on  medicinal  Prefcription. 
Here  the  Materials  are  almoft  infinite  ;  I  fhali 
however  only  feledl  iuch  of  them  as  are  fuffi- 
cient  to  anlwer  the  Intentions  of  Cure.  Thefe 
may  be  all  comprehended  under  three  Heads, 
Balfamicks ,  Aftringents ,  and  Edulcorants.  As 
to  Evacuants,  they  are  never  ejfentially  necef- 
fary  to  this  Cure,  though  they  may  fometimes 
accidentally  be  called  in.  I  fhali  not  fpend 
much  Time  in  defcribing  the  mechanical  Ope¬ 
ration  of  the  feveral  Medicines  to  be  propofed ; 
but  fhali  content  myfelf  with  giving  a  Lift  of 
fuch  of  them  as  are  ufually  met  with  in  Prac¬ 
tice  :  To  which  I  fhali  fubjoin  a  Form  or  two 
of  Prefcription  by  way  of  Example. 

To  begin  then  with  the  ballamic  Tribe.  Of 
this  the  raoft  common  are  the  Venice ,  and 
Chio  Turpentines-,  the  Balfams  of  Copaiba , 
Peru,  Eolu,  and  Gilead-,  the  Gums  Arabic , 
Prague  ant  h  &c.  likewife  the  Species  Diatraga- 
canthi  frigida ,  which  as  well  as  many  other 
Medicines  of  this  Clafs,  not  only  ftrengthen 
the  Vefiels,  but  defend  them  againft  the  Irrita¬ 
tions  of  acrimonious  Salts.  With  fome,  or 
other  of  thefe  the  Cure  of  a  Gleet,  from  what 
Caufe  lb  ever  it  proceeds,  fhould  be  always 
begun ;  for  though  we  may  poffibly  be  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  Aftringents ,  or  fome  other 
Means  at  laft :  yet  it  fometimes  happens  that  a 
recent  Gleet  is  happily  cured  by  Medicines  of 
this  T ribe  -,  and  in  fuch  Cafes  it  is  always  look¬ 
ed  upon,  as  the  fafeft  Way.  The  Medicines 
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of  this  Clafs  may  be  given  in  Pills,  Boluffesi 
Elettaries,  or  Potions ;  of  which  the  following 
are  convenient  Forms. 

PILLS. 

R  terebinth,  venet.  ad  duritiem  debit  am  coOf, 
3,/s,  balfam  peruvian.  glilead.  a  ’^fs'bA.fiant  pilu¬ 
le  mediocres,  quorum  deglutiantur  quatuor,  vel 
quinq-,  bis  vel  ter  in  die ,  fuperbibendo  haujhdmi 
aq.  brijloliens. 

*  '  BOLUS.. 

R  Gum.  arable,  half,  tolutan.  pulv.  a  gr.  xv„ 
half,  ■peruvian.  guttas  x,  mellis  purijfimi  q.  s.  ut 
Jiat  bolus,  bis  terve  de  die  fumendus. 

ELECTARY. 

R  Gum.  arable,  pulv.  didtrag.  frigid,  a  §iij, 
conferv.  frubl.  cynojbat.  gvi,  fyrup.  half,  tolutan . 
q.  s.  ut  fiat  eleStarium,  cui  addi  potejl  balfam. 
copaib.  in  melle  folut.  ad  gvj — HujUs  elebl.  fumat 
q.  n.  jugland .  bis  in  die  cum  haujiul.  aqU<e  bri - 

OR, 

Be  Balfam.  copaib.  mellis  purijfimi  a  half, 
Peruvian,  gt.  xv  M.  capiat  cochleare  parvul. 
bis  terve  in  die . 

The  Balfam  of  Copaiba  may  likewile  conve¬ 
niently  be  given  in 

POTION. 

R  Balf.  copaib.  in  vitell.  ovi  folut.  giij,  aq. 
cinnam.  ten.  §vj,  fyrup.  Union,  ‘ifs  M.  f.  potio s 
cujus  capiat  partem  tertiam  bis  in  die. 

The  Balfams  are  likewife  frequently  given 
in  Drops,  either  upon  Sugar,  or  in  a  Glafs  of 
Water.  But  the  Balfam  of  Copaiba,  and  in¬ 
deed  all  the  Balfams  and  ‘Turpentines  are  very 
apt  to  pall  the  Stomach :  to  prevent  or  remedy 
which  Elixir  of  Vitriol  is  the  Medicine,  being 

taken 
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taken  from  ten  to  fifteen  Drops  every  Morn¬ 
ing  in  a  Glafs  of  Water. 

Here  it  may  be  noted,  that  it  is  ufual  in  the 
laft  Stage  of  a  Clap,  to  begin  with  giving  the 
Balfam  of  Capivi  mixt  with  gentle  Purgatives, 
fuch  as  the  Elect,  lenitiv.  diacajfta  cum  Manna , 
&c.  and  it  is  certainly  right  fo  to  do,  whilft 
there  is  the  leafl  Sufpicion  of  remaining  Viru- 
lency ;  but  when  the  Diforder  is  abfolutely 
a  Gleet ,  unlefs  they  are  indicated  by  great 
Coftivenefs,  or  fome  other  preffing  Symptom, 
they  do  not  feem  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  Cure,  and  are  much  better  omitted.  But 

► 

to  proceed : 

If  the  Gleet  fliould  prove  objlinate ,  and  not 
yield  to  balfamic  Medicines ,  we  mull  next  have 
Recourfe  to  Afiringents ,  always  beginning  with 
the  mildeft  firft,  fuch  as  Olibanum,  Majtic , 
Dragon's  Blood ,  &c.  Coral,  French  Bole ,  pre¬ 
pared  Amber ,  Japan  Earth ,  and  the  like  •,  all 
which  may  be  given  either  in  Pills,  Boluffes, 
Electuaries,  or  Potions.  But  thefe ,  and  the 
Medicines  of  the  preceding  Clafs  are  commonly 
joined  together  in  Prefcription. 

PILLS. 

R  Pulv.  gum.  oliban-  fang,  dr  aeon.  bol.  gallic, 
d  Sj,  terebinth  e  chio  q.  s.f.  pil.  medio cres,  qua¬ 
rtern  capiat  v  vel  vj  bis  in  die. 

BOLUSSES. 

4  /•“ 

R  Succin.  alb.  ppt.  fang,  dr  aeon,  terra;  japo¬ 
nic#  pulv.  a  gr.  xv,  balfam.  tolutan.  ^ fs ,  conferv. 
rafar.  rubrar.  i>j,  fyrup.  balfamic ,  q.  s.  fiant  boli 
ij.  capiat  unum  bis  in  die,  f  uperbibendo  aqu#  brijlol. 
hauftuhm. 

ELEC- 
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E  L  E  C  T  A  R  Y. 

ft  Gum.  oliban .  mafiic .  japon .  pulv >  a 

§ij,  fang,  draconis  gam .  arable .  a  %ifs,  conferv. 
frudl .  cytlojbat .  Jvj ^fyr.  balfamic .  q.  eledla- 
riumy  de  quo  deglutiatur  q.  n.  m.  may  oris  bis  in 
die,  fuperbibendo  cyathum  aq.  briftoliens . 

POTION. 

ft  cinnamom .  $vj  —  cinnam .  $j 

pp.  fanguin.  dracon .  fueem . 
y>pA  a  f]gum.  arable  9j  fyrup .  balfamic .  Jiij  JVf. 
capiat  cockl.  iij  i/z  die. 

To  thefe  may  be  added  occafionally  the 
afiringent  Preparations  of  Steel ,  together  with 
the  chalybiate  Waters .  The  Preparations  moft 
in  IJfe  are  the  crocus  martis  Afiringens ,  and  the 
Tindlura  antiphthifica  ;  of  which  the  former 
mult  always  be  given  in  home  folid  form,  be- 
caufe  it  is  too  ponderous  to  be  kept  fufpended 
in  any  Liquid;  the  is  ufuaily  given  in  a 

Glafs  of  Water  from  twenty  to  thirty  Drops, 
two  or  three  Times  a  Day. — But  as  ail  Chaly- 
biates  are  naturally  Heating,  they  muft  be 
forborne  where  there  is  any  tendency  to  In¬ 
flammation,  whether  in  the  Vifcera  or  other 
Parts ;  and  as  they  are  known  greatly  to  ra  ify 
the  Blood,  they  muft  not  be  given  in  plethoric 
Habits ,  left  by  over-diftending,  or  rupturing 
any  of  the  Blood-vefiels  in  the  Brain,  or 
Lungs,  they  fhould  occafion  an  Apoplexy , 
mopioe ,  or  the  like.  To  prevent  which,  Bleeding 
fhould  always  precede  a  fteel  Courfe,  unlels 
the  Yeffels  are,  already  fufficiently  empty.  It 
may,  perhaps,  be  proper  to  give  a  Dofe  or 
two  of  Rhubarb  in  order  to  cleanfe  the  fcrji 
FajfageS)  and  procure  a  freer  Enterance  for  the 
other  Medicines  into  the  Blood,  But  when 

D  once 
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once  this  Courfe  is  entered  upon,  not  one  Purge 
more  lhould  be  given,  unlei's  upon  fome  profi¬ 
ling  Indication  •,  becaufe,  according  to  the 
Obfervation  of  the  celebrated  Sydenham ,  the 
whole  Virtue  of  the  Bark  would  be  deitroyed 
by  it.  But  befides  Chalybiates ; 

There  remain  two  other  excellent  Reftr ingents 
not  yet  taken  Notice  of,  namely  the  Peruvian 
Bark ,  and  the  Elixir  of  Vitriol ,  which  ufually 
go  together  in  Prel'cription.  The  Bark  is  gi¬ 
ven  either  in  Eleftary,  Bolus,  or  Apozem  -y 
but  the  two  latter  are  the  bell  Forms,  becaufe 
in  thefe  tlie  Dofe  can  be  afcertained. 

B  O  L  U  S. 

Re  Pulv.  cort.  peruvian.  £)ij,  conferv.  cort-. 
mrantior.  gr.  f]  fyrttp.  limon.  y.  s.  f.  bolus  ter 
in  die  fuemendus , 

A  P  O  Z  E  M.  : 

Re  Cort.  peruvian .  crafse  pulv.  |j  eoque  in  ap 
font  ante  a  libij  ad  libj ,  fub  finem  addendo  cortic. 
winter  an.  contus.  Jj  fiat  apozema ,  cujus  capiat 
$rj  ter  in  die. 

The  Elixir  of  Vitriol  may  be  taken  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  Drops  at  a  Time,  in  a  Glafs 
of  Spa  or  Briftol  Water,  either  at  intermediate 
Spaces  twice  a  Day,  or  after  each  Bolus,  or  in 
each  Dofe  of  the  Apozem. 

But  to  all  thefe  we  mult  not  forget  to  add 
the  Ufe  of  the  cold  Bath ,  without  which  all 
we  can  •  do  befides,,  will  frequently  prove  to 
little  Purpofe.  Indeed,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
whole  Compafs  of  Phyfic,  that  braces  and  in¬ 
vigorates  the  Solids  like  it.  There  are,  how¬ 
ever,  fometimes  Objections  to  the  Ule  of  it ; 
as  in  the  Cafes  oi  Corpulency ,  and  weak  Vifcera ; 
For  in  too  fat  People  the  Veffiels  have  not  Room 
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to  contract  with  the  fudden  Squeeze ;  whence 
they  will  be  only  drained  to  no  Purpofe,  and 
conleqnently  weakened  :  And  in  weak  Vifcera , 
the  Hidden  Contraction  will  force  the  Fluids 
on  the  weakened  Parts ;  which  may  endanger 
the  burfting  of  the  Veffels,  UY. 

A  Plethora  likewife  is  another  Objection  •„ 
but  this  may  be  eafily  removed  by  bleeding , 
which  in  fanguine  Habits  fhould  always  precede 
the  Ufe  of  the  cold  Bath  ;  otherwife  the  Blood 
being  driven  violently  inwards,  may  eafily  rup- 
■  hire  feme  of  the  Veffels  either  in  the  Brain  or 
Lungs ,  which  are  already  too  much  dijlended 
by  the  abundant  Quantity  of  Blood. 

I  had  almoft.  forgot  to  mention  the  Ufe  of 
ajlringent  Injections:  And  perhaps  I  fhould 
eafily  have  been  pardoned,  if  I  had  done  fo  ; 
for  it  is  lately  become  a  Fafhion  univerfally  to 
condemn  their  Ufe,  and  to  aferibe  very  ftrange 
EffeCts  to  them.  It  is  faid,  that  thole  Obftruc- 
tions  that  fometimes  happen  in  the  Urethra  in 
Men,  and  are  called  Caruncles ,  are  owing  to 
their  Ufe.  Whether  thefe  Caruncles  are  Car- 
nofities ,  or  only  the  callous  Cicatrices  of  Ulcers 
that  have  formerly  exifted  there,  is  not  my 
Bufinefs  to  difpute.  But  if  they  are  Carnofities , 
I  cannot  conceive  how  afiringent  Injections 
fhould  ever  occafion  them  •,  and  if  they  are 
Cicatrices ,  they  are  no  Objection  to  the  Ufe  of 
this  Remedy  in  the  Species  of  Gleet  we  are 
now  fpeaking  of :  I  fhall  therefore  venture  to 
give  a  Form  of  them. 

An  INJECTION. 

R  Sacchar.  Saturn.  3j  troch.  alb.  rhas.  £)ij  aq. 
rojar.  rubr,  §iiij  M.  f.  injeCtio ,  cujus  injiciatur 
paululum  bis  in  die  phiald  prius  agitata, 
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This  may  be  made  either  ftronger  of  Weake* 
by  putting  a  greater  or  lefs  Quantity  of  the 
Saccharum  Saturni .  But  as  to  the  exalt  Pro - 
; 'portion ,  it  can  never  be  afcertained  ^  becaufe  it 
muft  be  adapted  to  the  different  Degrees  of 
Senfibility,  that  are  in  different  People.  In 
general,  however,  when  we  expedt  any  great 
Affiftance  from  Injections  of  this  kind,  they 
fhould  be  made  as  ftrong  as  the  Parts  will 
bear,  without  being  corroded  or  inflamed  by 
them.  But  this  can  only  be  known  by  be¬ 
ginning  with  a  mild  one ,  and  proceeding  gra¬ 
dually  to  fuch  as  are  ftronger,  "till  we  have  ar¬ 
rived  to  a  proper  Degree  of  Strength,  always 
retiring  when  they  occafion  much  Pain ;  for 
then  they  not  only  by  their  Irritation  increale 
the  Running  greatly,  but  may  even  excoriate 
and  lay  the  Foundation  for  future  Ulcers.— 
Neverthelefs  once  ufing  an  Injedtion  a  little  too 
fharp  (as  it  can  never  be  much  fo,  if  we  pro¬ 
ceed  in  this  gradual  Way)  can  hardly  occafion 
much  Mifchief,  provided  we  retire  as  foon  as 
we  find  we  have  overfhot  the  Mark,  and  throw" 
up  fome  foft  emollient  Liquor,  fuch  as  warm 
Milk ,  a  Deco  Elion  of  Mallow- Roots,  or  the  like. 
So  far  relates  to  the  firft  Part  of  the  curative 
Indication,  namely,  bracing  the  weakened  and 
relaxed  Veffels. 

We  are  next  to  confider  what  Medicines  are 
proper  for  obtunding  the  Acrimony  of  the  femi- 
nal  Humours. —  But  here  we  muft  obferve, 
that  as  this  Acrimony  may  polfibly  have  ren¬ 
dered  the  feminal  Veficles,  and  other  Parts  a 
little  inflamed,  it  will  be  proper  firjl  of  all  to 
endeavour  to  remove  this  *,  in  order  to  which, 
if  there  be  any  Signs  of  Inflammation ,  it  is  ad- 

vifeable 
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vifeable  to  bleed  the  Patient  oiice  Or  twice", 
by  which  Means  Aftruc  affures  us*  he  has  feed, 
more  than  one  recent  Gleet  happily  cured.  Af¬ 
ter  Bleeding ,  two  or  three  Dofes  of  Salts  and 
Manna  repeated  at  proper  Intervals  may  alfo 
be  very  ferviceable.  In  the  mean  Time  the 
lefs  heating  Balfamicks  and  Afiringents ,  fuch  as 
the  Gum  arabic ,  Tragacanth ,  &c.  likewife  pre¬ 
pared  Amber,  French  Bole ,  F err  a  japonic  a ,  Dra¬ 
gons  Blood,  Alum,  &c.  ought  not  to  be  omitted. 

When  we  are  fatisfied  that  the  Inflammation 
is  cured,  we  may  then  more  particularly  apply 
ourfelves  to  correEling  the  Acrimony .  For  this 
Purpofe  we  fihould  confider  the  particular  Species 
of  it,  and  be  very  attentive  to  the  general  State 
of  the  Solids .  Thus  if  it  be  a  bilious  Acrimony , 
which  is  commonly  attended  with  too  ten/e 
Fibres,  Chalybiates,  Aromaticks,  and,  in  fhort, 
every  Thing  that  is  capable  of  heating  the  Bloody 
and  ftimulating  the  Yeffels  muft  be  avoided  ; 
becaufe  this  kind  of  Acrimony  would  be  in- 
creafed  by  them.  Nor  is  indeed  a  too  rigid 
State  of  the  Solids  in  general  inconfiftent  with 
the  Caufe  of  this  Species  of  Gleet  ;  fince  it  is 
notwithftanding  very  poffible  for  the  feminal 
Vejflels  in  particular  to  be  relaxed  at  the  fame 
time.  This  then  being  the  Cafe,  Elixir  of  Vi¬ 
triol ,  Juice  of  Oranges  and  Lemons,  vitriolated 
\ Tartar ,  Nitre  and  the  like  are  proper  Remedies; 
as  they  are  likewife  in  the  hot  fcorbutic  Acri¬ 
mony  ;  for  though  they  brace  the  Fibres,  they 
neverthelefs  moderate  the  Motion  of  the  Blood, 
and  are  moreover  the  proper  Oppofites  to  thefe 
kinds  of  Acrimony,  which  are  of  an  alkalefceni 
Nature ;  as  muft  be  always  the  Cafe,  when  the 
Vefiels  are  over  tenfe,  and  the  Circulation  too 
ripid.  ,  But 
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But  if  on  the  other  hand,  the  Acrimony  be 
attended  with  a  too  great  Laxity  of  the  Solids 
in  general ,  let  it  be  of  what  kind  it  will,  whe¬ 
ther  alkalefcent ,  acefcentyfcorbutic ,  or  fcrophulous* 
Chalybiates  are  not  only  to  be  permitted,  but 
recommended ;  becaufe  in  this  Cafe  the  Circu¬ 
lation  being  too  languid ,  the  Chyle  is  not  fuf- 
ficiently  affimilated,  and  therefore  partakes, 
in  lbme  meafure,  of  that  Acrimony  which  the 
Aliments  would  produce  by  afpontaneous  Fer¬ 
mentation  :  And  the  Way  to  prevent,  or  cure 
this  muft  certainly  be  by  giving  fuch  a  Degree 
of  Lenfity  to  the  VeJJels ,  as  to  enable '  them  to 
adt  with  fufficient  Vigour  on  their  contained 
Fluids ;  for  which  Purpofe  there  is  nothing  ex¬ 
cels  the  aftringent  Preparations  of  Steel,  and 
the  chalybiate  Waters.  But  befides  thele,  in 
the  fcorbutick  Acrimony ,  the  Decodtions  of  Chi- 
nay  Sarfaparillay  Sajfafras ,  &c.  the  Aq.  benedict, 
hateana ,  the  anti-fcorbutic  Juices  properly  cho- 
fen,  Adthiops  Mineral ,  Mercury  alkalizated ,  &c. 
are  Remedies  ufually  prefcribed  :  As  they  are 
like  wife,  when  the  Cafe  is  judged  to  be  fcrophu- 
lous  y  to  which  may  be  added  burnt  Sponge ,  the 
Becodfion  of  Elm  Barky  and  other  Things  not 

neceflary  to  be  mentioned  here.— - The  tefta- 

eeous  Powders  and  Afs9s  Milk  are  the  laft  Re¬ 
fort. 

It  has  been  obferved  in  the  preceding  Part 
of  this  Difcourfe,  that  Mercurials  are  frequently 
the  Caufe  of  Gleets  proceeding  from  Relaxation  ^ 
but  this  muft  be  underftood  ol  them  when  they 
are  given  in  large  Dofesy  for  in  fmallDofes  they 
are  not  only  fafe,  but  the  beft  Sweeteners  in 
rnoft  Kinds  of  Acrimony,  efpecially  the  fcor- 
butick  or  fcrophulouSy  of  any  Medicines  what¬ 
ever* 
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ever.  They  fhould,  however,  be  forborne  when 
there  are  any  Signs  of  Inflammation. 

Having  confidered  the"  firft  Species  of  the 
Venereal  Gleet ,  with  regard  to  its  Caufes,  Signs, 
and  Method  of  Cure ;  let  us  confider  the  fecond 
Species  in  the  lame  Manner;  namely,  that  which 
proceeds  from 

ULCERS. 

And  firft ,  with  regard  to  their  Situation. — 
In  Men,  they  are  fituated  indifferently  in  any 
Part  of  the  Urethra ;  and  olten  on  the  V em¬ 
inent  anum  particularly :  In  Women  likewife, 
they  are  fituated  indifferently  in  any  Part  of 
the  Vagina ,  but  are  ofteneft  found  about  the 
Lacuna,  and  the  Emiflaries  of  the  Cowpefs 
Glands. 

I  fhall  not  enter  into  any  Dilpute  concerning 
the  Poffibility  of  their  continuing  after  the 
Virulency  of  the  Clap  is  carried  off ;  but  taking 
this  for  granted,  as  I  do  not  find  it  abfolutely 
denied  by  any  Body,  I  fhall  proceed  to  mention 
what  other  Accidents  may  poffibly  hinder  the 
healing  of  them.  And  thefe  are  firft  a  Cc?cg- 
chyniy  ;  fecondly  fome  local  Indifpojition. 

As  to  the  Cacochymy  it  may  confift  either  in 
an  acrimonious ,  a  vifeid ,  or  elfe  a  phlegmatick 
and  'watery  State  of  Blood.  The  Acrimony  may 
be  of  feveral  Kinds,  as  was  obferved  before ; 
and  as  this  is  fufficiently  known  to  be  an  Ob' 
ftacle  to  the  healing,  and  even  the  Caule  or 
Ulcers  in  other  Parts  of  the  Body,  it  is  no 
Wonder  that  it  fhould  be  able  to  hinder  Ulcers 
in  the  Urethra  or  Vagina  from  healing,  after 
they  have  been  formed  already  by  the  venereal 
Venom.  And  that  a  vifeid  State  of  Blood  may 
£  llo  hinder  Ulcers  in  thele  Parts  from  healing, 
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is  evident  from  the  fame  kind  of  Reafoning. 
Now  this  Vifcidity  may  be  of  two  Kinds ,  the 
one  Inflammatory ,  and  owing  to  too  great  Heat 
and  Motion  in  the  Blood,  occafioned  by  over- 
elaflick  Vi ejfels ;  whence  as  Inflammations ,  Ab- 
fceffes,  and  the  like  are  occafioned  in  other  Parts, 
fo  in  thefle  the  Edges  of  the  Ulcers  may 
eafily  be  inflamed  and  rendered  callous-,  and 
how  far  either  of  thefe  is  confiftent  with  a 
healing  Difpofition  every  one  knows.  The 
other  Kind  of  Vifcidity,  which  may  be  called 
the  cold,  is  owing  to  weakened  and  relaxed  Vef- 
fels.  The  former  Kind  confifts  in  the  crafl'a- 
mentous  Part  of  the  Blood,  as  appears  from 
the  Infpeftion  of  it  after  bleeding  in  inflamma¬ 
tory  Diforders  -,  but  this  in  the  ferous  only, 
which  is  not  fufficiently  broken  and  commi¬ 
nuted,  by  Reafon  of  the  languid  Action  of  the 
Veflels.  And  of  this  the  phlegmatic  and  wa¬ 
tery  State  l'eems  to  be  but  a  further  Degenera¬ 
tion  :  For  the  Relaxation  of  the  Velfels  ftill 
increafing,  and  they  becoming  daily  lefs  able  to 
break,  afflmilate,  and  exalt  the  Chyle  into  red 
Blood  -,  the  Quantity  of  Craffament  mull  daily 
decreafe  whilft  the  ferous  and  watery  Parts  in- 
creafe  in  Proportion. 

From  this  Account  of  a  Cacochymy  it  appears, 
that  Vifcidity  and  Acrimony  rnuft  frequently 
accompany  one  another;  ii nee  both  of  them 
are  in  the  like  manner  often  dependent  on  the 
morbid  State  of  the  Solids,  Thus  when  the 
Veflels  are  too  tight  and  elaftick,  they  are  equally 
the  Caufe  both  of  the  inflammatory  Vifcidity  and 
the  alkalefcent  Acrimony  :  On  the  other  Hand, 
when  they  are  too  lax  and  inactive,  they  are  the 
Caufe  of  the  cold  Vifcidity ,  and  at  the  fame 

time 
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'Time  of  fuch  a  kind  of  Acrimony ,  whatever 
it  be,  as  the  Aliment  would  produce,  by  a 
Spontaneous  Fermentation.  Upon  the  Whole, 
indeed,  one  can  hardly  conceive  any  Species  of 
•Cacochymy,  but  what  may  have  an  Acrimony  of 
home  fort  or  other  joined  with  it,:  And  this, 
perhaps,  has  a  greater  Share  in  hindering  Ulcers 
from  healing,  than  any  other  Indiipofition  of 
.the  Juices befides. 

The  local  Indifpofitions  that  are  obftrudlive 
-  of  the  healing  of  Ulcers ,  are  Inflammation ,  Cal 
lofity ,  Sinuojity ,  and  fungous  Excrefcences ;  all 
■which  in  a  great  meafure  depend  on  the  prevail¬ 
ing  Cacochymy.  Thus  the  inflammatory  Vifcidity, 
together  with  the  Acrimony  joined  with  it, 
produces  an  inflammation  of  the  Edges  of  the 
Ulcers ;  and  this  continued  for  anyTime  caules 
them  at  laft  to  become  callous.  Again,  the 
cold  Vifcidity,  as  it  difpofes  the  Juices  to 
form  Obftrudtions,  but  not  fo  readily  Inflam¬ 
mations ,  or  Abfcejfes ,  may  eafily  occafion  a 
fchirrhous  Enlargement  of  Ibroe  of  the  urethral 
or  vaginal  Glands.  This  indeed  does  not  flip- 
pofe  the  Exiftence  of  any  Ulcer ;  ■  but  fungous 
Excrefcences  always  do  ;  which  may  be  owing, 
if  not  to  Vifcidity ,  at  leaft  to  the  Relaxation  of 
the  Vejfels ,  from  whence  proceeds  this  Species 
of  it. — As  to  Sinuojity ,  this  muft  be  the  Effedfc 
of  fome  preceding  Abfcefs :  An  Accident  that 
is  known  to  happen  fometimes  in  the  In¬ 
flammatory  State  of  a  Clap,  if  proper  Means 
have  not  been  ufed  to  prevent  it. — Now  any  of 
thefe  is  alone  fufficient  to  hinder  Ulcers  from 
healing,  and  make  them  continue  gleeting, 
even  after  the  venereal  Poifon  is  thoroughly 
correCted, 


But 
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But  to  proceed  to  the  Symptoms  of  this  Species 
of  Gleet.  Thefe  are  fufficiently  different  from 
thofe  that  happen,  when  the  Cafe  proceeds  from 
Relaxation. — And  in  the firft  Place  with  regard 
to  the  Matter  evacuated ;  for  whereas,  in  the 
former  Cafe ,  it  is  always  Seminal ,  that  is,  either 
pure  Seed ,  or  elfe  the  Liquors  of  the  Proftate , 
or  Cowper's  Glands  %  in  this  being  fupplied  from 
Ulcers ,  it  muff  neceffarily  be  either  ichorous , 
or  purulent ,  according  to  the  different  States 
of  the  Ulcers.  Thus,  if  they  happen  to  be 
foul  and  indigefted ,  the  Running  will  be  icho¬ 
rous,  thin,  brown,  yellow,  and  now  and  then 
tinged  with  Blood,  elpeciaily  after  any  Debauch  : 
On  the  other  Hand,  if  they  are  clean  and  well 
digefted,  the  Running  will  be  white  and  thick ; 
but  it  will  always  leave  a  yellow  Stain  upon 
Linen,  and  never  roap,  as  the  Dil'charge  of 
pure  Seed  does. 

Moreover,  as  we  can  hardly  fuppefe  an  Ulcer 
or  Ulcers  without  fome  Degree  of  Pain,  at  one 
Time  or  another;  fo  the  Patient  in  this  Species 
of  Gleet  is  fometimes  fenfible  of  a  Smarting  in 
the  Urethra ,  or  Vagina,  which  is  more  particu-* 
larly  perceived,  when  the  Urine  paffes  over  it, 
and  upon  any  confiderable  Change  of  Weather, 
but  efpecially  after  hard  Drinking :  And  this 
being  felt  in  making  Water,  is  that  Dyfury , 
which  I  formerly  hinted  at,  as  being  different 
from  what  accompanies  the  virulent  State  of  a. 
Clap. — They  feem  diftinifhable  from  each  other 
in  this  Manner  :  Phut  which  happens  in  a  Clap 
is  owing  to  an  Inflammation,  and  probably  an 
Excoriation  of  great  Part  of  the  Urethra  in 
Men,  and  the  Vagina  and  Pudendum  in  Women, 
which  are  galled  and  irritated  by  the  Salts  of 
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the  Urine  :  And  accordingly  through  the  firlt 
Senfation  in  Men  is  ufually  perceived  at  the  Ori¬ 
fice  of  the  Penis  %  yet  the  Pain  afterwards  extends 
even  to  the  Perinceum-,  and  in  Women  likewife 
it  is  much  more  general ,  that  what  happens  in 
the  prefent  Cafe ;  for  here  the  Pain  being  caufed 
by  the  Urine  palling  over  the  Ulcer ,  is  always 
perceived  at  fome  particular  Part  of  the  Ure¬ 
thra  or  Vagina  only,  either  higher,  or  lower, 
juft  as  the  Ulcer  happens  to  be  fituated,  and 
the  Patient  commonly  points  to  it. — This  Pain 
in  making  Water  muft  be  more,  or  lefs  acute , 
according  as  the  Ulcer  is  more  or  lefs  inflamed, 
or  the  Urine  more  or  lefs  loaded  with  acrimo *  • 
niou$  Salts.  But  if  the  Ulcer,  or  Ulcers  be  con- 
fiderably  inflamed,  there  will  be  not  only  a 
Dyfury,  but  a  conftant  Heat  and  Pricking  in, 
the  Part  likewife,  together  with  fome  Pain  in 
Erection. 

But  belides  Imfiammation  thefe  Ulcers  are 
alfo  liable  to  Fungujfes,  Callofity , ,  and  Sinuofity ; 
of  which  the  firft  are  to  be  difcovered,  by  the 
Difficulty  and  divided  Stream  of  Urine ;  or  by 
introducing  a  fmall  Wax-Candle,  and  examining 
carefully  along  the  Urethra. — It  is  alfo  pre-. 
tended,  that  Callofity  may  be  difcovered  by 
Means  of  the  Candle  :  But  then  this  muft  be 
the  Callofity  of  fome  enlarged  Gland,  and  not 
that  which  ufually  affedts  the  Edges  of  Ulcers  ; 
for  this  can  be  known  by  Conjecture  only ; 
namely,  by  confidering  how  long  the  Ulcers 
have  continued  in  an  inflamed  State  ;  and  this 
Way  perhaps  we  may  be  enabled  to  give  a 
pretty  fhrewd  Guefs ;  for  as  in  external  Ulcers, 
Cf  the  Lips  continue  long  enfiamed,  they  always 

at 


St  length  become  callous ,  fo  in  all'  Probability* 
will  thofe  of  Ulcers  in  thefe  Parts  likewH'e. 

As  to  Sinuojity ,  it  is  alrnoft  impoflible  to 
difcover  it  here,  unlefs  we  may  judge  fome 
very  plentiful  ichorous  and  purulent  Gleets ; 
which  obftinately  refill  all  Methods  of  Cure; 
and  being  flopped  for  a  Day  or  two.  by  afirin- 
■gent  Injections,  return  again  fuddeniy;  and  in 
vaft  Quantities ;  the  Matter  perhaps  having 
been  colledled  in  this  Time,  fo  as  fo  force  open 
the  foddered  Breach  :  Unlefs,  I  fay,  we  may 
judge  fuch  Gleets  as  thefe  to  proceed  from 
Jinuous  Ulcers  in  the  feminal  Veficles ,  proftate ; 
or  Cowpefs  Gl'ands:  And  indeed  as  thefe  Parts 
are  frequently  the  Seat  of  a  Clap,  and  fome* 
times  undoubtedly  fuppufate,  this  really  feems 
to  be  fometimes  the  Cafe. 

With  reg  ard  to  the  Quantity  of  Difcharge 
in  the  ■ Species  of  Gleet  we  are  now  confidering, 
it  is  ufually  very  finally  except  in  the  Cafe  juft 
mentioned,  or  when  the  Ulcer  happens  to  be 
fituated  on  the  V ermnontanum  or  the  Cotvper's 
Glands ;  wheh  the  Difcharge  is  not  only  very 
Confiderable,  but  the  Smell  of  it  is  often  very 
offenfive.— Thefe  are  the  Symptoms  of  Gleets 
proceeding  from  Ulcers ,  which  it  may  be  ob- 
lerved  are  very  different  from  thofe  of  the  for¬ 
mer  Species  ;  but  both  of  thefe  being  taken  to¬ 
gether;  comprehend  all  that  are  ever  to  be  met 
with  in  this  Difbrder. 


We  come  now  to  the  prognoftick  Signs.- —  In 
general  then  Gleets  proceeding  from'  Ulcers  are 
rather  troubiefome  than  dangerous ;  the  Dif¬ 
charge  fcarce  ever  being  fo  great,  as  to  weaken 
the  Patient  or  injure  the  Conftitution. — They 
are,  however,  frequently  very  difficult  to  cure  ; 
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efpecially  if  the  Cacochymy  happen  to  be  habitual* 
or  much  rooted ;  or  if  the  Ulcers  are  callous ,  or 
much  infamy d.  And  if  the  large .  Glands  fhould 
happen  to  be  finuous ,  they  may  eafily  degene¬ 
rate  into  Fiftulce  in  Perinao ,  which  always 
create  a  vaft  deal  of  Trouble,  and  are  cured 
with  great  Difficulty.  But  if  an  Ulcer  fhould 
have  quite  destroyed  the  Veruniontamm,  which 
is  fuppofed  to  ferve  as  a  Valve  to  the  excretory 
Duels  of  the  feminal  Vejicles ,  and  preflate  Gland, 
’twill  be  a  great  Chance,  but  an  incurable 
Gleeting  of  their  Contents  will  remain  for  ever 
after. 

A  ».<"  I-  * 

The  Cure  of  Gleets  proceeding  from  Ulcers 
is  partly  medical  and  partly  chirurgical.  With 
regard  to  the  medical  Cure,  it  is  to  be  obfer- 
ved  that  this  Gleet,  as  well  as  the  former  is  often 
cured  in  the  Beginning  by  Medicines  of  the 
terebinthinate  and  balfamic  Tribe  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  the  Cure  fhould  be  undoubtedly  attempted 
Jirft  of  all  by  lome  or  other  of  thefe  :  But  if 
thefe  fhould  fail  of  Succefs,  what  remains  con- 
fifts  in  removing  the  Cacochymy ,  or  {Dyfcrafy  of 
the  Juices  ;  in  order  to  which,  the  particular 
Species  of  it  muft  be  firfl  determined.  Let  us 
fuppofe  then  the  Juices  to  be  too  acrimonious „ 
and  the  Acrimony  to  be  either  bilious ,  fcorbutick , 
or  fcrophulous  •,  the  Method  of  Cure  proper  and 
peculiar  to  each  of  thefe  has  been  already  de~ 
feribed. 

* 

It  may  not  be  amifs  however,  as  Mercurials 
ha  ye  yet  been  but  flightly  taken  Notice  of,  to 
fay  fomething  further  concerning  the  Ufe  of 
them  in  this  Place.  Here,  therefore,  we  may 
obferve,  that,  whether  they  ad  by  their  Weight 
only,  or  by  fome  unknown  fpecifck  Quality, 

certain 
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certain  neverthelefs  it  is,  that  they  are  the  mojf 
powerful ,  and  at  the  fame  Time  the  moft  univer- 
fal  Remedies  for  curing  Acrimony ,  of  any  that 
Phyftck  is  acquainted  with.  Nor  can  I  help 
thinking,  that  in  thefe  Diforders  they  are  fre¬ 
quently  difcontinued  too  foon,  whilft  the  Ab¬ 
sence  of  V irulency  is  made  the  conftant  Rule  for 
fo  doing ;  for  it  is  well  known,  they  are  often¬ 
times  as  neceffary  to  correct  feveral  other  kinds 
of  Acrimony,  as  they  are  that  of  the  venereal 
Virus  itfelf ;  and  in  the  fcorbutick  and  fcrophit- 
lous,  the  Acrimonies  moft  commonly  met  with, 
it  often  happens  that  little  good  can  be  done 
without  them.  When  therefore  either  of  thefe 
is  fufpeCted  to  be  the  Cafe,  Mercurials  fhould 
be  given  at  proper  Intervals,  along  with  the 
Ufeof  other  Edulcorants  fuch  as  the  Decoc¬ 
tions  of  China ,  Sarfa ,  and  the  like. 

The  Preparations  of  Mercury  moft  in  Ufe 
For  this  Purpofe  are  Calomel ,  and  the  prcectpi- 
tate  per  fe ;  both  which  anfwer  our  Expecta¬ 
tions  much  better  when  they  do  not  pals 
off  by  Stool ;  and  for  this  Reafon  they  fhould 
be  given  in  ftnall  Dofes,  as  they  may  generally 
{peaking  be  fo  given  for  fome  Time  without 
griping  the  Patient  in  the  leaft.  But  if  not- 
withftanding  this  Precaution*  they  fhould  ftill 
be  inclined  to  pafs  off  this  Way,  Opium ,  or 
Camphire  fhould  be  mixed  with  them.  They 
may  be  prefcribed  in  this  Manner. 

PILLS. 

Rc  Calomel,  fubtilijfme  levigat.  gr.,  v,  coriferv., 
frubl.  cynojbat.  q.  s.  fiat  pilula  omni  noble  fu~ 
menda ,  una  cum  ufu  decobfionis  alicujus  e  lignis% 

/«  0R 
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OR 

R  Mercur.  preecipit.  per fe  gr.  iij,  opij  purijfim 
gf,  ijs ,  conferv.  cynofbat.  q.  s.  fiant  pilules  iij,, 
quarum  capiat  unam  omni  noble ,  ad  ires  vices » 

und  cum  ufu ,  &c. 

BOLUS. 

R  Calomel  gr.  v,  vel.  vj.  camphor  re  puh . 
conferv,  rofarum  rubrarum  a  z)fs,  fyrup.  tk 
meconio  q.  s.  fiat  bolus  ut  fupra  fumendus. 

O  R 

R  Mercur.  pnecipitat,  per  fe  gr.j  opij  gr,  fs. 
( vel  gr.  j )  camph.  puh.  conf  rofar.  d  j)Js  fyr . 
de  meconio  q.  s.fiat  bolus  ut  fupra  fumendus. 

The  Calomel  may  likewife  be  conveniently 
mixed  with  boiled  ‘Turpentine ,  fo  as  to  make 
Pills,  that  will  at  the  fame  Time  be  both  edul- 
corant  and  balfamic. 

.  R  T erebinth,  venet.  ad  debit  am  duritiem  co3. 
I/b  calomel,  gr.  xxiv  M.  f  a.  et  fiant  pilule 
No.  49,  quarum  Capiat  v  bis  in  die. 

If  during  the  Ufe  of  thefe  Medicines,  the 
Mouth  fhould  grow  fore,  or  the  Breath  be¬ 
come  offenfive,  they  muft  be  entirely  difeon- 
tinued  ’till  thefe  Symptoms  difappear;  after 
which  they  may  be  refumed,  and  continued 
as  occalion  requires. — I  know  it  is  fomething 
new,  and  may  perhaps  leem  bold  in  me 
to  recommend  the  Ufe  of  Mercury  in  the  Cure 
of  a  Diforder,  in  which  it  has  hitherto  been 
univerfally  condemned  :  But  I  am  perfuaded 
whoever  confiders  the  Reafon  of  the  Thing 
without  Prejudice,  will  be  fufficiently  convinced 
of  the  Ufefulnefs  of  it ;  and  I  believe  I  might 
appeal  to  the  Experience  of  many,  as  a  further 
Proof  in  its  behalf.  For  myfelf  at  leaf  I  can 
fafely  affirm,  that  I  have  met  with  more  Pi¬ 
ttances 
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fiances  than  one,  wherein  the  Cure  has  been  at 
I  ait  effected  by  fome  mercurial  Alterative,  and 
that  in  a  fhort  Time ;  after  the  Diforder  had 
been  treated  as  a  Relaxation  by  all  the  balfamic 
and  ajtringent  Means  that  could  be  thought  of 
for  fome  Months,  without  Succefs. 

But  how  ufeful  l'oever  this  Remedy  may  be, 
it  cannot  always  be  given  with  Safety  •,  for  if 
it  fhould  be  given  in  plethorick  Habits ,  without: 
Bleeding  being  firft  premifed,  the  fame  Dan¬ 
gers  would  be  incurred,  as  from  the  Ufe  of 
Chalybiates  under  the  fame  Circumftance  •,  and 
that  for  the  fame  Reafon ;  namely,  the  addi¬ 
tional  Plentitude  -from  the  Rarefaction  of  the 
Blood.  Again,  an  inflammatory  Difpofltion  of 
Blood  renders  the  Ufe  of  Mercurials  improper  j 
for  as  they  accelerate  the  Motion  of  the  Blood, 
this  muft  necefiarily  be  increafed  by  them. 
Another  Objection  to  their  Ufe  is  a  phlegmatick 
and  watery  Blood,  in  which  the  Serum  bears 
too  great  a  Proportion  to  the  Craflflament  for 
fuch  a  State  of  Blood  may  even  be  occafioned 
(a)  by  the  Ufe  of  Mercury.  But  moreover  it 
fometimes  happens,  that  though  there  be  no 
apparent  Objection,  there  is  neverthelefs  a  fe- 
cret  kind  of  Antipathy ,  as  it  were,  in  the 
Conftitution  to  the  Ufe  of  this  Remedy ;  which 
can  only  be  known  by  having  made  Trial  of 
it,  and  finding  that  the  Pain  and  other  Symp¬ 
toms  are  aggravated  by  it.  And  this  is  a  Cir¬ 
cumftance  very  neceffary  to  be  attended  to ; 
for  if  in  fuch  Cafe  we  fhould  obftinately  perfift 
in  giving  Mercury ,  we  fhould  be  fo  far  from 
curing  the  Diforder,  that  we  fhould  only  ren¬ 
der  it  the  more  untra&able. 

(a)  Dr  Huxhanfs  Effay  on  Fevers,  p.  46, 
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But  to  proceed  to  the  Cure  of  the  vifgd  States 
of  Blood  :  And  firft  the  Inflammatory ,  which 
may  be  gueflfed  at  from  the  hardnefs ,  and  fre¬ 
quency  of  the  Pulfe,  together  with  other  Symp¬ 
toms  proper  to  inflammatory  Diforders.  Here 
every  Thing  that  heats  and  ftimtdates  as  well  in 
Regimen ,  as  Medicine  ought  to  be  avoided  :  On 
the  contrary  a  cooling  and  attenuating Diet,  toge- 
therwith  a  fuitable  Obfervance  of  the  otherNon- 
naturals,’  ought  to  be  infilled  on. — The  proper 
Medicines  in  this  Cafe,  Bleeding  being  premifed 
and  repeated  occafionally,  are  Manna ,  Glauber's 
Salt,  Cream  of  Tartar,  Nitre  and  the  like. 

The  Cure  of  the  cold  Vifcidity  is  next  to  be 
confidered  ;  which  as  it  is  owing  to  a  quite 
different  State  of  the  Solids,  is  denoted  by 
Symptoms  different  alfo ;  fuch  as  a  languid 
Pulfe,  a  palifh  Countenance ,  and  other  Symp¬ 
toms  of  the  like  Kind.  Flere  therefore  what¬ 
ever  tends  to  increafe  the  Relaxation  of  the 
Solids  mull  carefully  be  avoided  •,  and  on  the 
contrary  whatever  is  capable  of  bracing  the 
Veffels,  and  cauflng  them  to  a£l  more  vigour- 
oufiy  on  the  contained  Blood,  by  which  the 
vifcid Cohaefions  may  be  broken,  will  be  proper, 
and  ought  to  be  recommended  in  this  Gale'; 
fuch  as  gentle  Exercife ,  the  chalybiate  Waters, 
&c.  together  with  the  peruvian  Bark  and  warm 
Stomach  Bitters.  But  to  thefe,  bleeding  in  ple¬ 
thoric!  Habits  fhould  be  premifed ;  and  if  the 
-  Stomach  be  foul  a  Vomit  of  Ipecacuana  :  After 
which  a  Dofe,  or  two  of  Rhubarb  may  be  fur¬ 
ther  proper,  in  order  to  cleanfe  the  Mouths- of 
the  ladieal  Veffels. 

As  to  the  Cure  of  the  laft  Species  of  Caco- 
chymy,  namely  the  phlegmatic  and  Watery  Bloody 

F  this 
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this  is  in  general  the  lame,  as  that  of  the  cold 
Vilcidity,  of  which  it  is  the  Degeneratioa : 
Only  Bleeding  here  mull  be  entirely  omitted ; 
becaufe  by  diminilhing  the  Quantity  of  red- 
Blood,  which  is  too  little  already,  th tferous  and 
watery  Parts  mufb  neceffarily  be  increal'ed  by  it. 
But  though  Bleeding  be  improper.  Purging  is 
not :  On  the  contrary  it  is  oftener  to  be  repeated 
here,  than  in  the  former  Cafe  ;  as  its  Defign  is 
not  to  cleanle  the  firft  Paffages  only,  but  alfo 
to  diminifh  the  abundant  Quantity  of  watery 
Humours. — Thus  much  feemed  necefiary  to 
be  taken  Notice  of  with  regard  to  the  Cure  of 
the  vifcid  and  watery  Hates  ol  Blood,  as  they  are 
Species  of  a  Cachachymy ,  and  are  known  to  be 
obftructive  of  the  Cure  of  Ulcers  in  other  Parts. 

But  upon  the  whole,  as  Acrimony  feems  to 
have  the  greatefb  Share  in  hindering  Ulcers 
from  healing,  (ffnce  there  is  fcarce  any  Species 
of  Cacochymyy  but  what  may  be  attended  with 
it,  in  fome  kind,  or  degree  or  other;)  this 
ought  to  be  more  particularly  attended  to  in  the 
Cureof  them :  And  on  this  Account  Edulcorants 
fuited  to  the  particular  Cafe,  ought  always  to 
accompany  the  Ufe  of  the  other  Remedies.  But 
this  may  fuffice  for  the  medical  P art  of  the  Cure. 

We  come  now  to  confider  the  Chirurgical 
Part  of  it;  which  con  hits  firft  in  the  Ufe  of 
Injections ;  fecondly  in  the  Ufe  of  medicated 
Candles.  Of  Injections  conlidered  as  Ajiringents 
I  have  lpoken  already ;  it  remains  here  to  fay 
lomething  of  them  as  calculated  to  anfwer 
fome  other  Intentions ,  fuch  as  cooling ,  eefing  of 
Pain ,  cleanfing,  and  drying. 

And  firft,  as  the  Ulcer  thit  occahons  the 
Qlett  may  happen  to  be  inflamed,  it  will  be 

necef* 
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neceflary  to  remove  this  Inflammation ,  before 
the  Ulcer  can  be  dilpoled  to  heal.  In  order  to 
which.  Bleeding,  &c.  being  premifed,  difcutient 
and  cooling  Injections  are  very  proper.  Indeed, 
whatever  difcuffes  cools  in  Confequence  -,  for 
which  Reafon,  warm  Milk  with  Elder  Flowers 
boiled  in  it,  and  in  general  any  Decodtion  of 
the  emollient  Herbs ,  fuch  as  Mallows ,  Marjh- 
mallows ,  and  the  like,  are  very  proper  Injec¬ 
tions  in  this  Cafe.  Likewife  an  Injection  of 
the  troches,  alb.  rhas.  with  white  Vitriol ,  or 
fach.faturn.  diffolved  in  Roje,  or  Plantain  Water 
may  be  ufeful  here,  as  well  as  a  Collyrhm  made 
of  them  is  in  Inflammations  of  the  Eyes-,  but 
then  bleeding  and  the  Ufe  of  -emollient  Injec¬ 
tions  fhould  always  have  gone  before. 

Secondly ,  as  Pain  is  another  Symptom  at¬ 
tendant  on  thefe  Ulcers,  this,  if  confiderabie 
indicates  the  Ufe  of  anodine  Injections.  The 
Pain  I  here  fpeak  of  is  not  that  which  accom¬ 
panies  an  Inflammation ,  and  is  the  proper  Symp¬ 
tom  of  it,  namely  a  throbbing  Pain ,  attended 
with  Heat,  and  occafioned  bv  an  Qbftrudlion  of 
the  Blood  in  the  Veffels  of  the  Part  affedted  ; 
but  a  pricking  launcing  Pain ,  occafioned  by 
acrid  Particles  coming  into  immediate  Contadf 
with  the  naked  Nerves  in  the  Ulcer.  All  fuch 
Things  therefore  will  be  Anodine  in  this  Cafe, 
as  are  capable  of  enveloping  the  acrid 
Particles ;  for  which  Reafon,  all  emollient 
and  mucilaginous  Subftances  afford  proper  Mat¬ 
ter  for  Injections  here-,  fuch  as  Lin-feed, 
Quince-feeds,  Marfhmallow  Roots,  Gum  Arabic , 
and  the  like. — All  which  are  likewife  proper  in 
cafe  of  Calloflty.  But  in  thefe  Cafes,  as  well 
as  the  former,  they  fhould  be  always  ufed 
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warm  ;  becaufe  Warmth  adds  greatly  to  their 
Efficacy. 

Laftly ; — *  As  to  the  two  other  Intentions , 
namely,  cleaning  and  drying ,  they  are  ufually 
anlwered  together  ;  for  the  common  Injection 
made  of  the  troch .  alb.  rhas.  and  facch,  Saturni 
or  Vitriol ,  (which  have  exadtly  the  fame 

Effedt)  is  both  cleanfmg  and  drying  at  the  fame 
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lime. 

Some  inftead  of  this  Injection  have  contri¬ 
ved  to  throw  up  Calomel  ;  others  have  ufed 
Roman  Vitriol \  Verdigreafe ,  and  even  the  white 
Sublimate *,  thinking  that  thefe  cleanfe  better  : 
but  in  reality  there  does  not  feem  any  great 
Difference  in  their  Effedts:  Nor  do  any  of 
them  occafion  fuch  terrible  Diflurbance  as  is 
talked  of;  unlefs  when  they  are  ufed  in  too 
great  a  Proportion;  or  at  an  improper  Seafon, 
namely,  whilft  the  Ulcer  is  yet  inflamed,  or  the 
Urethra  otherways  heated  or  excoriated  :  On 
which  Account  it  is  they  do  fo  much  Mifchief 
in  the  virulent  State  of  a  Clap ;  though 
even  here,  after  proper  Evacuation  and  coolings 
I  have  known  an  Injection,  wherein  Verdigreafe 
was  the  chief  Ingredient,  fuccesfully  made 
ufe  of  by  a  Fhyfician  of  great  Learning  and 
Judgment. 

However,  as  a  great  deal  of  Cenfure  may 
be  incurred  from  the  Ufe  of  them,  and  as  they 
do  not  feem  to  procure  any  luperior  Advantage* 
worth  hazarding  one’s  Reputation  for ;  it  is 
more  advifeabie  to  flick  to  the  Ufe  of  Saccharum 
Saturni ,  and  the  white  Vitriol  only,  which 
being  more  commonly  ufed  in  Practice,  are 
therefore  more  defenfible,  and  confequently 
what  every  prudent  Man  would  rather  chule 

to 
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make  ufe  of.  And  indeed,  it  it  not  more  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  upon  one’s  Guard  in  any  one 
Point  of  Pradtice,  than  in  the  Ufe  of  Injec¬ 
tions  in  thefe  Cafes ;  for,  as  there  is  always  a 
Set  of  Men  in  the  World  who  fancy  they 
advance  their  own  Reputation,  whilft  they 
are  endeavouring  to  depretiate  that  of  their 
Neighbours ;  lo  there  is  nothing  affords 
them  a  more  fpecious  Pretence  for  lo  doing, 
than  this  does.  Accordingly  whenever  the 
Opportunity  offers  itfelf,  they  fail  not  to  dis¬ 
approve,  and  condemn  in  others  a  Practice, 
that  they  are  often  obliged  to  comply  with 
themfelves,  uniefs  they  will  be  contented  fairly 
to  abandon  their  Patients.  And  they  are  the 
more  encouraged  to  purfue  this  Behaviour,  be- 
caufe  in  Cafes  of  this  N  ature,  the  Perfon  whole 
Character  they  make  free  with,  can  never  hope 
for  an  Opportunity  of  publickly  vindicating 
himfelf  from  their  Afperfions.  But  this  is  too 
dilagreeable  a  Topic  to  dwell  longeron. 

To  proceed  therefore  to  the  Ufe  of  medicated 
Candles .  Thefe  have  a  longTime  been  confider- 
ed  as  the  only  Means  of  curing  thofe  Obftructi- 
ons,  commonly  called  Caruncles ,  that  fometimes 
happen  in  the  Urethra  in  Men,  and  were  for  a 
long  Time  fuppofed  to  be  carnofe  Excefcences 
but  by  frequent  anatomical  Examinations  are  at 
length  difeovered  to  be  for  the  moft  Part  only 
the  puckered  Cicatrices  of  Ulcers  that  formerly 
exifted  there.  But  tho’  they  were  ufed  againft 
thefe,  they  were  never  thought  of  as  a  proper 
Application  to  Ulcers  in  this  Part,  ’till  Mr. 
Uaran  firft  ufed  them  for  this  Purpole  himfelf, 
and  fince  communicated  their  Ufe  to  the 
World  ■>  for  which,  indeed,  we  are  much  behol¬ 
den 
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den  to  him-,  as  we  are  hereby  furnilhed  with  the 
Means  of  curing  within  the  Space  of  a  Month 
or  fix  Weeks,  Diforders,  that  not  giving  Way 
to  Injections,  or  other  Remedies ,  frequently  con¬ 
tinued  for  a  Year  or  longer  together  uncured. 

Whether  or  not  there  be  any  Thing  particu¬ 
larly  efficacious  in  the  Compofition  of  his  Can¬ 
dles,  is  a  Difpute  I  am  not  dilpofed  to  enter  into. 
There  is  one  Thing  however  which  he  aflerts 
with  regard  to  their  Operation,  which  I  can 
by  no  Means  be  induced  to  give  Credit  to  ;  that 
is  that  the  Difcharge  procured  by  them  is  fup- 
plied  from  the  Ulcers  only.  What  Truth  there 
may  be  in  this,  when  the  Urethra  has  beenfome  • 
time  ufed  to  the  Application,  and  ceales  any 
longer  to  be  irritated  by  it,  I  cannot  at  prefent 
determine :  But  as  the  Wearing  of  any  Candle  in 
the  Urethra  is  at  firft  attended  with  great  Pain, 

I  am  ftrongly  inclined  to  think,  that  the  Stimu¬ 
lus  of  this  muff  greatly  increafe  the  Secretion 
made  by  the  lacunar  Glands  •,  and  that  the  firft 
Difcharge  proceeds  more  from  them,  than  the 
Ulcers.  And  this  is  likewife  the  Opinion  of 
Mr.  Sharp,  whole  Account  of  the  Operation 
of  the  Candle  or  Bougie ,  is  much  more  fatis- 
fadtory,  than  any  Thing  that  has  ever  been  faid 
on  this  Subject. 

He  fuppofes  their  Operation  with  regard  to 
the  Cure  of  Ulcers  to  be  nearly  the  fame  with 
that  of  external  Applications,  on  thofe  of  other 
Parts  of  the  Body ;  which  if  they  be  not  conti¬ 
nued  till  the  Sore  is  quite  healed,  either  a  Fungus 
or  elfe  a  Scab  will fometimes  form.  But,  as  he 
well  obferves,  the  moft parallel  Cafe  to  Ulcers  in 
the  Urethra,  are  the  little  ragged  Ulcers  about 
the  Verge  of  the  Anus,  which  are  not  readily 
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to  be  cured ,  but  by  little  Dojfils  laid  in  clofe  be¬ 
tween  their  Edges ,  fo  as  to  fall  into  Contact  with 
every  Point  of  the  Ulcer. 

He  adds  that  he  made  choice  of  this  Inflance 
for  Illuflration ,  becaufe  as  the  Surface  of  the 
Urethra  is  every  where  concave ,  he  does  not  think 
it  improbable ,  that  it  mdy  fometimss  collapfe ,  and 
by  that  Means  occajion  one  Part  of  the  Ulcer  to 
rub  againfi  another ,  refembling  in  fame  Degree 
the  State  of  thofe  Fiflures  in  the  Anus. 

Supposing  then  this,  and  this  only  to  be  the 
Cafe,  any  Candle  diftending  the  Urethra ,  and 
preventing  the  Corrugation  of  the  Ulcer,  will 
put  it  into  a  Difpofition  of  healing.  But  if 
they  are  fo  contrived,  as  to_  contain  a  good 
Quantity  of  Quick-fiver  in  their  Compofition, 
this  will  render  them  more  univerfally  efficaci¬ 
ous;  Diftenfion  alone  being  not  always  theThing 
required ;  but  fometimes  the  Acrimony  of  the 
Humours  in  the  Ulcer  is  to  be  corrected ;  at 
others  its  callous  Edges  require  to  be  diflblved : 
for  both  which  Purpofes  Mercury  is  the  only 
Remedy  to  be  depended  on.  And  as  the  crude 
Mercury  is  lefs  ftimulating,  than  any  of  its 
chymical  Preparations ,  this  therefore  is  to  be 
preferred  to  any  of  them. 

Further  he  obferves  that  the  Adtiom  of  a 
Candle  on  Funguffes  is  partly  Compceffion  and 
partly  Suppuration,  but  that  it  is  a  Queftion 
whether  by  the  latter  alone  the  Cure  could  be  jo 
fpeedily  effected. 

Thus  we  fee  after  what  Manner  this  Ap¬ 
plication  may  difpole  Ulcers  in  the  Urethra  to 
heal,  and  confequently  how  they  may  affift  ffi 
curing  Gleets  from  this  Caufe.  Upon  the 
whole,  however,  it  feems  neceffary  to  add  this 

•  Caution , 
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Caution ,  that  they  fhould  never  be  introduced 
whilft  the  Ulcers  are  in  a  State  of  Inflammation; 
becauie  this  muft  neceffarily  be  increafed  by 
the  Irritation  occasioned  by  them. 

I  have  laid  nothing  of  the  Manner  of  prepa¬ 
ring  them,  and  the  feveral  Materials  of  which 
they  may  be  compofed,  this  being  already  done 
by  Mr.  Sharp-,  who  in  his  critical  Enquiry, 
into  the  Prefent  State  of  Surgery ,  amongft 
many  other  Points  equally  momentous,  has 
fully  examined,  and  clearly  difcuffed  all  that 
can  be  faid  concernin' either  the  Operation  or 
Compofition  of  th,,'e  Candles.  I  cannot  there¬ 
fore  do  better,  than  refer  the  Reader  to  the 
Perufal  of  his  Book,  where  he  will  be  fure  to 
meet  with  all  the  Satisfaction,  the  Nature  of 
the  Thing  will  admit  of. 

Having  now  conlidered  the  two  firft  Species 
of  Venereal  Gleet  diftinftly  and  leparately  from 
each  other ;  it  remains  in  the  iaft  Place  to  fay 
fomething  concerning  the 

MI  XT  SPECIES. 

It  is  but  little  however  that  need  be  faid  on 
this  Head  ;  for  as  it  proceeds  from  a  Conjunc¬ 
tion  of  both  Cattfes ,  viz.  Relaxation  and  Ulcers , 
it  muft  neceffaril /  be  attended  with  a  Compli¬ 
cation  of  fome  or  other  of  the  Symptoms  pecu¬ 
liar  to  each  of  thefe;  which  as  they  have  been 
already  delivered  in  the  preceding  Pages,  it 
will  be  needlefs  ‘  to  repeat  here. — The  Prog- 
nojlicks  likewife  may  be  eafily  underftood  from 
what  has  been  already  faid  :  As  may  alfo  the 
Method  of  Cure ;  which  confifts  intirely  in  a 
prudent  Choice,  and  Mixture  of  luch  Reme¬ 
dies,  as  have  been  given  under  the  Cure  of 
each  of  the  former  Species  of  Gleet ,  and  do 

not 
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not  clafh  or  interfere  with  one  another-  To 
inftance  thefe  would  be  tedious,  as  well  as  ule- 
lels;  fince  it  would  in  a  good  Meafure  be  re¬ 
peating  what  has  been  faid  before ;  and  would 
in  Effe<5t  be  doing  nothing  but  what  every 
one’s  own  Judgment  will  be  fuffieient  for. 

I  fhall  therefore  put  a  Period  to  this  Dif- 
courfej  in  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
point  out  the  Diftindtion  between  the  two 
Caufes  of  the  venereal  Gleet ,  viz.  Relaxation 
and  Ulcers  ;  a  Diftindtion  that  appears  to  me 
not  lefs  neceflary  in  RraEli  than  it  is  ufefial 
in  Speculation ;  for  as  witho”r  t,  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  account  for  many  Appea  ances,  that  are* 
frequently  to  be  met  with  in  this  Diforder;  lb 
whilft  we  erroneoufly  imagine  it  always  to  be 
the  Effedt  of  one  and  the  fame  Caufe,  our  En¬ 
deavours  to  cure  will  be  at  belt  but  precarious, 
and  frequently  unfuccefsful :  On  the  contrary,, 
when  once  we  have  fufficiendy  diftinguiflied 
the  Caufe ,  and  adapted  a  Method  of  Cure  pro¬ 
per  to  it ;  we  fhall  hand  a  much  better  Chance 
both  of  doing  Service  to  our  P^jgats,  and 
Credit  to  ourfelves. 
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